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Currently women political leaders
are not creating a substantial impact in Cambodia. 
But a new report from the U.S. Agency for
International Development says the symbolic
representation of women leaders is shifting the
attitude of young Cambodians, who are the driving
force for greater equality.

Despite policy requirements from the Cambodian
government to “mandate female representation on
leadership committees,” male leaders remain
prominent across all areas of the government, says
the report titled "Women’s Leadership as a Route to
Greater Empowerment."

The report finds one of the greatest factors restraining women’s
empowerment is a lack of self-confidence and support from their family and
community.  Although support from men and the Cambodian government is
increasing, “cultural norms” are inherently preventing women from pursuing
political leadership roles and participating in public engagement.

The program evaluator for the USAID report, Darcy Ashman, explains
traditional codes of conduct for Cambodian women continue to function as a
barrier to empowerment.
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“Because the culture says to women, 'You belong at home.  It is men who
are in the public eye.'  As a rule, they tend to not have the confidence to
take on those roles,” Ashman said.

Self-confidence

Politicians, such as female member of parliament Mu Sochua, agree a lack
of self-confidence is the main challenge.

“Very often women decide not to stand for office because they are not sure
of their ability.  In this case, this has nothing to do with the political party,”
she said.

Additionally, opportunities for women to pursue public
roles are limited because of their traditional
responsibility to care for the household and support
the family income.

Sopheap Chak, Cambodia Center for Human Rights
director, agrees with the USAID report that
Cambodian social structures have placed women at a
disadvantage.  But she says support from her family
was a big motivation for her to become a leader.

“As a Khmer woman, I feel that although the society
outside of the home tends to discriminate against
women, I am lucky to have a supporting family that
encourages me to go to school and that treats their
sons and daughter equally,” Sopheap Chak says.

Dr. Chhiv Kek Pung, a prominent human rights activist
and director of Licadho, shares her journey of

becoming leader, saying support from her husband makes it easier for her
to be a wife and a human rights activist.

“I am also lucky that my husband understands and supports me and my
participation in society,” says Chhiv Kek Pung.

Education

Experts in women’s empowerment and political leadership often cite a lack
of opportunity for women to access high quality education.  This limits
women from being socially and politically active, especially in rural
communities.

Dr. Trude Jacobsen, a Northern Illinois University professor who authored a
book on the history of women politicians in Cambodia, explained that
“female millennials are very much engaged in trying to, sort of, augment the
position of women. I think that still remains very much a focus of urban-
oriented youth - people who actually have access to education.  Whereas,
in rural communities, people still tend to see female roles as subjects to
their husbands and to their parents.”

As an urban resident, Kounila Keo, a Master Student in Public Policy at Lee
Kuan Yew School, says women have an equal opportunity to receive an
education in Cambodia.

“As a Khmer woman, I have a personal, familial, and societal responsibility. 
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Women in Cambodian leadership:

Senate: 14.8%

Members of parliament: 20.3%

Ministers: 10.7%

Secretary of State: 20.5%

Provincial Governor: 0%

Appellate Judges: 7%

Source: USAID

Cambodia Population:

15,458,332

Source: CIA Factbook
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I think that as women, we have to strongly believe in ourselves that we can
pursue higher education and do important work in society, and be
independent,” she said.

The report confirms there is a slight change in attitude to “support both men
and women as political leaders.”

Women matter

Twenty-five year old Kimlay Leav, the President of U.S. Ambassador’s
Youth Council, says he strongly supports women leaders.

“When it comes to women’s political leadership, I believe that they can help
better design policies at the local and national level to deal with issues such
as economic prosperity and political atmosphere, particularly issues
affecting women and children,” says Kimlay Leav.

Another member of the U.S. Ambassador’s Youth Council, Chansatya
Meas, said the situation in Cambodia motivates her to become a leader.

“Having many women leaders in the society motivates me to become one,
but that is not always the case.  I personally want to become a leader.  And
I think because of a lack of women leaders, I am strongly motivated to
become a leader,” she said.

As part of its Millennium Development Goals, the Cambodian government
aimed at having 30 percent of the Parliament and Senate represented by
women, but this goal has not been achieved.

But according to the USAID report, although the current situation for women
leaders in Cambodia is primarily symbolic, their presence is contributing to
a shift that supports women leaders who can actually effect change.

This report was produced in collaboration with VOA's Khmer Service.

YOU MAY LIKE

Comment on this forum

The Best Science Images – February 2015 10
days ago

The Student Union
Three Steps to Making New Friends in the U.S. 7
days ago

Students Speak: On Having Surgery in the
U.S. 10 days ago

“Insure” You’ll Stay Healthy in the US 14 days ago

Most Viewed

1.  Iran's Ayatollah Slams Republican
Senators' Letter

2.  Fallout Seen Worldwide From
Republicans' Letter to Iran

3.  Report: Home Raided After Ferguson
'Ambush'

4.  Nigeria's President: Boko Haram
Trained with Islamic State

5. White House Crash Signals More Trouble
for Secret Service

Most Emailed

1. Epilepsy Drug Found to Boost Memory in
Early Alzheimer's Stages

2. US Concerned About Russian Use of
Vietnam Base

3. Taiwan Rebuffs China’s Suggestion of Joint
World War II Commemoration

4.  Fallout Seen Worldwide From
Republicans' Letter to Iran

5.  More Than Half of Millennials in Los
Angeles Bilingual

Most Discussed

1. Iran's Ayatollah Slams Republican
Senators' Letter (116)

2. Fallout Seen Worldwide From Republicans'
Letter to Iran (36)

3. Report: Home Raided After Ferguson
'Ambush' (31)

4. In E. Ukraine, Civilian Deaths Push Men to
Join Rebels (25)

5. Nigeria's President: Boko Haram Trained
with Islamic State (25)

Print Comment Share:

TweetTweet 37 31.5kRecommendRecommend ShareShare

http://www.voanews.com/content/war-leaves-syria-dark-images-show/2678510.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/war-leaves-syria-dark-images-show/2678510.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/nigeria-foreign-mercenaries-boko-haram/2677676.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/nigeria-foreign-mercenaries-boko-haram/2677676.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/researchers-say-adjusted-work-schedule-cure-social-jetlag-grogginess/2678088.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/researchers-say-adjusted-work-schedule-cure-social-jetlag-grogginess/2678088.html
javascript:void%20WriteComment(2650622,0);
http://blogs.voanews.com/science-world/2015/03/02/the-best-science-images-february-2015/
http://blogs.voanews.com/student-union/2015/03/05/three-steps-to-making-new-friends-in-the-u-s/
http://blogs.voanews.com/student-union/2015/03/02/students-speak-on-having-surgery-in-the-u-s/
http://blogs.voanews.com/student-union/2015/02/26/insure-youll-stay-healthy-in-the-us/
http://www.voanews.com/content/youth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms/2650622.html#
http://www.voanews.com/content/irans-supreme-ayatolah-slams-republican-senators-letter/2677184.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/world-reaction-republican-letter-to-iran-nuclear-negotiations/2676034.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/two-policemen-shot-in-ferguson/2677105.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/nigerias-president-says-boko-haram-trained-with-islamic-state/2676217.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/new-scandal-for-us-secret-service/2677086.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/youth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms/2650622.html#
http://www.voanews.com/content/epilepsy-drug-found-to-boost-memory-in-early-alzheimers-stages/2677705.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/us-asks-vietnam-to-stop-russians-using-base-for-provocative-missions/2677170.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/taiwan-rebuffs-china-suggestion-joint-world-war-ii-commemoration/2678581.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/world-reaction-republican-letter-to-iran-nuclear-negotiations/2676034.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/more-than-half-of-millennials-in-los-angeles-bilingual/2676519.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/youth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms/2650622.html#
http://www.voanews.com/content/article/2677184.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/article/2676034.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/article/2677105.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/article/2677067.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/article/2676217.html
http://www.voanews.com/articleprintview/2650622.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/youth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms/2650622.html#relatedInfoContainer
http://www.voanews.com/emailtofriend/article/2650622.html?share=true
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voanews.com%2Fcontent%2Fyouth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms%2F2650622.html&text=Youth%20Driving%20Change%20in%20Cambodian%20Gender%20Norms&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voanews.com%2Fcontent%2Fyouth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms%2F2650622.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voanews.com%2Fcontent%2Fyouth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms%2F2650622.html
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.voanews.com%2fcontent%2fyouth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms%2f2650622.html&description=Youth+Driving+Change+in+Cambodian+Gender+Norms&media=http%3a%2f%2fgdb.voanews.com%2f8891E830-B86D-4503-96E2-32963EC9E8FB.jpg


3/13/15, 8:48 PMYouth Driving Change in Cambodian Gender Norms

Page 4 of 4http://www.voanews.com/content/youth-driving-change-in-cambodian-gender-norms/2650622.html

Comments      

There are no comments in this forum. Be first and add one

SERVICES: Podcast RSS Mail Subscription Mobile

VOANews.com

USA

Africa

Asia

Mideast

Europe

Americas

Science & Technology

Health

Arts & Entertainment

Business & Economy

Blogs

Video

Editorials

About VOA

Media Relations

Contact Us

Job Opportunities

Terms of Use/Privacy Policy

Our Languages

Usage Requests

Our Partners

RFE/RL

Radio Free Asia

MBN

Radio Marti

Our Broadcasts

Frequencies and Schedules

Pronunciation Guide

Broadcast Programs

http://www.voanews.com/info/podcast/1356.html
http://www.voanews.com/rsspage.aspx
http://www.voanews.com/subscribe.aspx
http://m.voanews.com/
http://www.voanews.com/
http://www.voanews.com/section/usa/2203.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/africa/2204.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/asia/2205.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/middle_east/2206.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/europe/2210.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/americas/2211.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/science-and-technology/2214.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/health/2215.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/arts_and_entertainment/2216.html
http://www.voanews.com/section/economy_and_business/2217.html
http://blogs.voanews.com/
http://www.voanews.com/media/video/latest.html
http://editorials.voa.gov/
http://www.insidevoa.com/
http://www.voanews.com/info/contact_us/1360.html
http://www.bbg.gov/careers/job-listings/
http://www.voanews.com/info/terms_of_use_privacy_policy/1363.html
http://www.voanews.com/info/language_sites/2378.html
http://www.insidevoa.com/info/usage-request/4178.html
http://www.rferl.org/
http://www.rfa.org/english/
http://alhurra.com/
http://www.martinoticias.com/
http://www.voanews.com/info/frequencies_and_schedules/2218.html
http://pronounce.voanews.com/
http://www.voanews.com/programindex.aspx

